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This pamphlet is in no sense a full exposition 
of the classification of this library. The system, 
which contains some ten thousand subdivisions, 
will possibly be published in full later. The pres- 
ent purpose is to give a brief survey of the collec- 
tions which make up the library and the main 
classes of their subdivisions, together with their 
location and some brief explanation of certain 
points of the method of the system. It is a con- 
densed guide to the shelves for professors and 
students, answering the few questions which are 
oftenest raised. 

Ernest Gushing Richardson, 

Librarian, 

The Library of Princeton University, 
May 19, 1 901. 



Summary of Various G)Ilections. 

I. Main Collection. 
Main stack. 

II. (CG) Reference or Chancellor Green Col- 
lection in Chancellor Green Library. 
III. Special Collections, separately organized. 
EX— Exhibition room. 

North stack. 

K=Kept books. 

Librarian's Room. 
M=Maps. 

West stack, 4th floor. 

MA= Autographs and MS. documents. 

Vault. 
MS=Manuscripts. 

Vault. 

P=Princeton Collection. 

West stack, 4th floor. 

PM=Pamphlets. 

East stack, 4th floor. 

W=Pierson Civil War Collection. 

West stack, 4th floor. 

WIT=Witherspoon Collection. 

Exhibition Room. 
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IV. Seminary and University Department Libra- 
ries. 

SA— Ancient History and Archaeology 
Seminary. 

S. E. Comer, 2nd floor, inside. 

SB— Botany Department. 

School of Science. 
SC— Classical Seminary. 

S. W. Comer. 
SE-»English Seminary. 

N. W. Comer, ist floor, outside. 

SG— Geology Department. 

Nassau Hall. 

SH— Historical Seminary. 

S. E. Coraer» 2nd floor, outside. 
SL— Latin Pro-Seminary. 

College Offices. 
SM»»Mathematical Seminary. 

N. W. Comer, 2nd floor, inside. 
SO^=*Observatory (Astronomical De- 
partment). 

Working Laboratory. 
SP"»Philosophical Seminary. 

S. E. Comer, ist floor outside. 

SR»*Romance Seminary. 

S. W. Comer, ist floor, outside. 
ST=Technology Department. 

School of Science. 
SX=Economic Seminary. 

N. W. Comer, ist floor inside. 
SZs^Morphological Department. 

Morphological Laboratory. 

SU=U. S. Hist, or Princeton Historical 
Association. 
West stack, 5th floor. 



V. Library Department Libraries. 

DC=*Catalogue Department. 

N. £. Corner, 2nd floor. 

DD— Delivery Department. 

Delivery Room. 
DL— Librarian. 

N. E. Comer, ist floor, outside. 
DO— Ordering Department. 

N. £. Comer, ist floor, inside. 

DR=Reference Librarian. 

Chancellor Green Library, Alcove B. 

DS=Shelf Department. 

N. £. Comer, 2nd floor, inside. 



Memorial Libraries and Various. 

These collections may or may not be separately 
organized, and are in most cases partly or wholly 
identified with the organizations already enumer- 
ated ; but they all have their individuality, and 
their location is often asked for. They are there- 
fore inserted at this point in this guide. 

Class of 1875 Library of English Poetry. 
Main stack, at gate of Exhibition Room. 

Class of 1878 Library of Chemistry and En- 
gineering. 

School of Science. 
Class of 1882 Library of Logic and Metaphysics. 

Philosophical Seminary. 

Class of 1883 Library of Political Science and 
Jurisprudence. 

Chancellor Green Library, Alcove X. 
Class of 1888 Library of Economics. 
Economic Seminary. 

Class of 1889 Library of American History. 

Chancellor Green Library, Alcove C. 

Class of 1890 Library of Romance Languages. 

Romance Seminary. 

Charles E. Green Memorial Library. 
Chancellor Green Library, Alcove E. 



Alexander Library of Ethics and Philosophy. 

Philosophical Seminary and Chancelbr Green Library, 
Alcove V. 

Cadwalader Library. American Periodicals. 

Chancellor Green Library, Alcove C, and North stack, 
I St floor. 

Nelson Collection of works on American His- 
tory (deposit). 

SU, West stack, 4th floor. 
Morgan Collection of Virgils. 

Exhibition Room, east side. 
Pyne-Henry Collection of Documents Relating 
to Princeton University. 

Vault. 

Libbey Collection of Princetoniana. 

In P, West stack, 4th floor. 

Garrett Collection of Coins (deposit). 

N. W. Corner, 2nd floor, outside. 

Garrett Collections of MSS. (deposits). 

(i) General: Exhibition Room. (2) Oriental: Vault. 

Hutton Collection of Death Masks. 
Exhibition Room, Alcove. 
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0000-0999. GENERAL WORKS. 

(Stack, 1st or ground floor. Chancellor Green Library, 

Alcoves A, B.) 



oooo. Miscellaneous. 

oioo. Book sciences general. Writing. 

0200. Printing. 

0300. Publishing and New book trade. 

0400. Old book trade. Auction trade. 

0500. Library science. 

0600. History of libraries : Ancient and mediae- 
val, American, European. 

0700. History of libraries: Asiatic, African, 
Australian, etc. Reading. Valuation 
and criticism. Best books. Universal 
bibliographies. 

0800. Public documents. 

0900. General periodicals. Proceedings. News- 
papers. Collections. Essays. Sources 
and history of learning. Encyclopae- 
dias. Quotations and ana. 
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zooo-X99g- HISTORICAL 8CIBNCB8. 

(Stack, 1st or ground floor. Chancellor Green Library, 

Alcoves C, D.) 



looo. General geography, history, genealogy and 
biography. American history. 

HOC. American history, local, Alabama — New 
York. 

1 200. American history, local, New York-^Wy- 
oming. American heraldry, genealogy 
and biography. Canada and New- 
foundland. 

1300. Latin America: Mexico, Central America, 
West Indies, South America. Atlantic 
Ocean and islands. 

1400. Europe, general. British Islands. 

1500. Western and Central Europe. 

1600. Northern and Eastern Europe. Medi- 
terranean. 

1700. Asia. 

1800. Africa. Indian Ocean. 

1900. Australasia. Melanesia. Pacific Ocean. 
Polar regions. 
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aocx>-ag99. LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE. 

(Stack, 2nd floor or Delivery Room level. Chancellor Green 

Library, Alcove E.) 



2000. General. Artificial, primitive and inde- 
pendent languages. 

2100. Dravidian, Malayo- Polynesian and Hamitic 
languages. 

2200. General Orientalia. Semitic languages. 

2300. Indo-European languages. 

2400. New Indian. Avestan. Persian. Ar- 
menian. 

2500. Classical languages ; general. Greek 
authors, general, and Achilles Tatius 
to Aristoteles. 

2600. Greek authors: Aristoxenus — Longus. 

2700. Greek authors : Lucianus — Zosimus. 
Modern Greek and Albanian litera- 
ture. 

2800. Latin authors, general, and Accius — Per- 
vigiliunii Veneris. 

2900. Latin authors: Petronius — Vitruvius. 
Modern Latin writers. Literary his- 
tory. Mythology. History. Geogra- 
phy. Chronology. Metrology. An- 
tiquities. Biography. 
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3000-3999. MODERN LANGUAGES AND 

LITERATURE. 

(Stack, 2nd floor, adjoining the Delivery Room. Chancellor 
Green Library, Alcoves F, G, H.) 



3000. General. Slavonic. Celtic. 

3100. Romance. 

3200. French. 

3300. Teutonic. 

3400. German. 

3500. Anglo-Saxon. English, general. 

3600. English, single authors: A'Becket — 

Cross. 
3700. Cross — James. 
3800. James — Price. 
3900. Prime — Zangwill. 
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4000-4999. ARTS. 

(Stack, 3rd floor. Chancellor Green Library, Alcoves R, S.) 

4000. Oratory. 

4100. Theater. 

4200. Games, sports and pastimes. 

4300. Music, general, and History of Music in 
America — Germany. 

4400. History of music: Holland — Polar. Mu- 
sical texts. 

4500. Graphic arts. 

4600. National art history. Prehistoric art. 
Ancient art. 

4700. Greek and Roman, Christian, Byzantine, 
Mediaeval and Romanesque art. 

4800 Gothic, Mohammedan, XIV-XVIII cen- 
tury art. 

4900. Modern art. 
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5000-5999. THEOLOGY. 

(Stack, 3rd floor. Chancellor Green Library, Alcove T.) 

5000. General. Comparative, Primitive, Chi- 
nese, Indo-European, Egyptian, Jewish 
and Mohammedan religions. Natural 
theology and philosophical religions. 

5100. Biblical philology, general. Texts and 
translations. 

5200. Commentaries and literature of special 
books. 

5300. Biblical geography, history, biography, 
theology, philosophy, science and an- 
tiquities. 

5400. [^ Church history, general. Missions, gen- 
eral. 

5500. National church history and biography. 

5600. Denominational history. 

5700. Systematic theology, general. Apologet- 
ics. Polemics. Irenics. Dogmatics. 

5800. Christian ethics. Experiential theology. 
Devotional theology. Ascetics. 

5900. Practical theology. Polity. Law. Min- 
isterial theology. Liturgies. Homi- 
letics. Catechetics. Polemics. Evan- 
gelistics. 
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600O-6999- PHILOSOPHY AND EDUCATION. 

(Stack, 3rd floor. Chancellor Green Library, Alcoves V, W.) 



6ooo. 


Philosophy, general and metaphysical, an- 




cient, modern — British. 


6100. 


British — Belgian. 


6200. 


Scandinavian. Reality. Knowledge (in- 




cluding Epistemology and Logic). iEs- 




thetics. 


6300. 


Ethics. 


6400. 


Psychology. 


6500. 


Education, general. 


6600. 


History of education: ancient, mediaeval, 




modem, American; Alabama — New 




York. 


6700. 


New York — ^Atlantic islands. 


6800. 


European. 


6900. 


Asiatic. 
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7000-7999* SOCIOLOGY. 

(Stack, 3rd floor. Chancellor Green Library, Alcove X.) 

7000. Sociology, general. Relationships. Asso- 
ciations. Customs and classes. Crime, 
charities and correction. 

7100. Economics; general. Production and con- 
sumption. Land and improvements. 
Labor. Capital. 

7200. Population Property. Exchange. Cred- 
it and banking. Circulation and trans- 
portation (commerce). 

7300. Distribution, general. Rent. Labor and 
wages. Capital. Insurance. 

7400. Public finance. Socialism. 

7500. Politics. 

7600. Jurisprudence, general. Roman law. 
American, general. 

7700. Local law, America : Alabama — North 
Carolina. 

7800. North Dakota — ^Wyoming. Other local 
to Great Britain. 

7900. France — Polar regions. 
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800O-8999. NATURAL SCIENCES. 

(Stack, 4th floor. Chancellor Green Library, Alcove Y.) 

8000. General : museums. Scientific travels, 
general. 

8100. Mathematics. 

8200. Physics. 

8300. Chemistry. 

8400. Astronomy. 

8500. Physical Geography. Meteorology. Min- 
eralogy. Geology. Palaeontology. 

8600. Biology, general. Evolution. General 
fauna and flora. 

8700. Botany. 

8800. Zoology. 

8900. Anthropology. Hygiene. Medicine. 
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9000-9999. TBCHNOLOQY. 

(Stack, 4th floor. Chancellor Green Library, Alcove Z.) 

9000. General. Exhibitions. History. Patents 
and inventions. Applied mathematics 
and physics. Metrology. Navigation. 
Geodesy and surveying. 

9100. Building, general. Materials. Buildings. 
Tunnels. Bridges, roads and rail- 
roads. Ships, etc. Hydraulic engi- 
neering. Sanitary engineering. 

9300. Mechanical (power) engineering, general. 
Tools. Production. Transmission. 
Forms: gravity, human, animal, water, 
air, heat and explosives, electricity. 

9300. Mining and metallurgy. 

9400. Agriculture. 

9500. Horticulture. Arboriculture (forestry). 

9600. Animal culture (breeding) and Pisciculture 
(including fisheries). 

9700. Manufactures. 

9800. Chemical trades and industries. 

9900. Social arts, general. Domestic, social, com- 
mercial, public (military and naval). 
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ORDER OF SUBJECTS. 

The order of subjects is theoretically governed 
by the evolutionary or inverse evolutionary order, 
but this principle is unscrupulously violated wher- 
ever practical considerations seem to make it 
advisable. The order is therefore eclectic and 
more or less arbitrary, but formed under a strong 
feeling that the natural, logical or evolutionary 
order is the normal standard. 

NOTATION. 

The notation is "decimal," the library being 
conceived of as a unit with an infinite possible 
number of subdivisions having relative location 
but not absolute position. The base is regarded 
as a four figure number for subject, three figure 
for author, and one figure for work, but any of 
these may be more or less, and whether more 
or less, are to be read decimally to the very end. 
This decimal number is the same wherever the 
book may be located, but whenever located else- 
where than in the main collection or "stack," 
letters are prefixed indicating in what special col- 
lection the book is located. The number, there- 
fore, remains constant and always indicates the 
actual relative location with reference to books on 
other subjects in the same collection, while the 
special collections, excepting the "stacks," are 
indicated by letters, which serve simply to distin- 
guish the collection, but do not indicate location. 
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for which the "Summary" on pages 5-7 must be 
consulted. The whole library is, therefore, to be 
conceived of as an organism of special libraries. 

Among the many complex systems of notation 
which have been used or prepared in times past, 
three are still in vogue: (i) The Arabic integral; 
(3) Arabic decimal, figure systems, and (3) the 
alphabetical. The decimal method is said to fall 
something short of satisfying the strict mathemat- 
ical purist (^.^., the use of .0 and the use of .2000 
instead of .2), but it has proved most satisfactory 
in active use in a great number of libraries, and is 
accepted in nearly all practical modem systems of 
notation, either as the main or as a subordinate 
principle. 

The integral system is less satisfactory, as it 
does not allow the ready insertion of new classes. 
The alphabetical is found more practical in use 
than the integral, so that the choice really lies 
between the decimal and the alphabetical, both of 
which use the other principles freely as secondary 
principles. The decimal has been chosen here as 
affording on the whole the best solution of the 
double problem of (i) the distinguishing of the 
various separately located groups or libraries form- 
ing the one "University Library," by reserving 
letters for this purpose, and (2) the classification 
of the books in each group in the order of their 
subjects, in such way as to allow for the indefinite 
insertion of new subjects or subdivisions. 
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Examples of Notation. 

A. Regular. 

0609.351. 06— Libraries. 

o6o9=American libraries, general. 
.35i^Author number of Fletcher. 
o6o9.35i=Fletcher, Public libraries in America. 

B. Interpolation of subjects. 

7236— Stock broking, 
7237—Banking ; 

Wanted to interpolate special number for Crises and 
panics. 
72365— Crises and panics (or might be 7236.5). 

C. Subdivision of subjects. 

1099 —America. Sectional history. Wanted to subdivide. 
10994— New England. 
i0996=Pacific States. 
i0998=Southem States. 

D. Interpolation of author. 

io66=American history. Systematic works. 
1066 .i44=Bancroft, George. 
1066 .i45=Bancroft, Hubert. 

If, say, a " Henry Bancroft " ever turns up as a writer on the 
same subject, he will be 
1066 .1445. Bancroft, Henry. 

B. Interpolation of book. 

1426 .606 =£ng]and. Macaulay. 

1426 .6o6.2=Macaulay's History of England, ed. 1856. 

1426 .6o6.3=Same, ed. 1870. 

Wanted to interpolate ed. 1866. 
1426 .606.21= Same, ed. 1866. 
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ORDER OP BOOKS UNDER EACH SUBJECT. 

The rule is alphabetical by authors^ but in case of 
such subjects as ** American biography, Individ- 
uals," or ** Literary history and biography" of 
any subject, say Astronomy, the work is alphabet- 
ized under Ha^ person biographed. 

Examples, 

A. Regular alphabetical order. 

1663. Greece. 

1663 .112. About, E. F. V. Greece of the present day. 

1663 .250. Chandler, R. Travels in Greece. 

1663 •472. Holland, H. Travels in the Ionian Isles. 

1663 .784. Rose, A. Christian Greece. 

B. Alphabetical sub-classes in biography. 

1248. American bio^^raphy, individual. 

1248 .2144. John Brown. 

1248 .2144. 7. Redpath. Public life of John Brown. 

1248 .958. Daniel Webster, 

1248.958.14. Banvard, J. American statesmen. 

1248 .958.43. Hapgood, N. Daniel Webster. 

1248.958.95. Life, eulogy and great orations of . 

C. Alphabetical mixed, author and person 

biographed. 

8404. Astronomy. Literary history and biography of. 

8404.316. Dunkin, £. Obituary notices of astronomers. 

8404 .669. Narrien, J. Historical account of astronomy. 

8404 .918. Dreyer, J. L. E. Tycho Brahe (i, e,, alphabet- 
ized under Tycho, not Dreyer. This has the 
advantage of bringing together all works on 
Tycho Brahe.) 
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CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER AND NOTATION. 

This is applied chiefly to individual reigns, 
periods and events of history. Its notation is the 
»first three figures of the year of beginning of the 
event, or in case of conflict, the exact year, re- 
garded as a decimal. In case there is still further 
conflict, the decimal is carried out to 5 figures. 
In the case of events before 1000, the number is 
prefixed by one or more zeros to bring up to a 
three figure basis, the .00 being reserved for B. C. 
dates. Ail of these are relative, and if, e. g,y two 
events are numbered 178 and 179, one falling 
between would be numbered between, even if in 
1790. In this case it would be 1789. 

This is practically a subject division, and in 
each such subdivision the regular author arrange- 
ment obtains. 

Examples, 

1509. French history. Individual reigns and events. 
1509 .146. Reign of Louis XI (1461-83). 
1509 .146.3. Duclos. 
1509 .146.97. Willert. 

1509 .178 (1789—). French Revolution. 

1509 .178.23. Carlyle. 

1509 .178.275. Croker. 

1509 .178.3. Gardiner. 

1509 .178.609. Mallett. 

1509 .178.77. Rose. 

1509 .02. Pre-Roman period. 

1509 .075. Pepin (752-8). 

1509 .1873. Presidency of MacMahon. 



/ 
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SINGLE WRITER, ORDER AND NOTATION. 

In all cases where (as in the case of Greek, 
Latin, English, French, German, etc., writers) an 
author has his own special number, regarded as 
subject rather than book number, the following 
order is observed : 

.o Bibliography. 

. I Collective editions. 

.2 Collective translations. 

.3 Single works and translations. 

.4 Dictionaries and concordances. 
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.8 

.9 



Literature, alphabetically arranged by 
special author table B. 

Example. 
3za7ssDante Alighieri. 



3127 .085. Petzholdt, J. Bibliographia dantea. 

3127 .1827. Dante Alighieri. Opere minori. (1827.) 

3127 ,2842. Dante Alighieri. Lyrische gedichte tlbersetzt. 

(1842.) 
3127 .330. Dante Alighieri. La divina commedia. 
3127 .481. Scartazzini, G. A. Enciclopedia dantesca. 
3127 .568. Balbo, C. Vitadi Dante. 
3127 .822. Moore. 
% 3127 .T^o. Oliphant. 
3127 .889. Rossetti. 
3127 .943. Symonds. 

GENBRAL.SPBCIAL ORDER AND NOTATION. 

In many instances, especially in the case of the 
biography of any subject or nation, it is of advan- 
tage to group ** general " and " special " or ** indi- 
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vidual " works separately, and yet it is impossible 
to assign a separate four figure number to each. 
The division is made, therefore, by using the 
regular author table, but prefixing to general 
works in each case a .o, this sign having been 
reserved in the author table for this purpose. In 
such cases thus .o means general works, and these 
are, of course, arranged before the others. 

Example, 

1 63 5= Russian Biography. 

1635 'Oso. Dolgorousky. Notice sur les principales families 

de la Russie. 
1635 .867. Laverae. Life of Sauvarof, 
1635 .892. Falloux. Life of Swetchine, 

AUTHOR TABLE A. 

This is an index-table, founded on a list of 
writers, and numbered .1000-9999, with a few 
numbers left blank at the end for certain emer- 
gencies. While the notation therefore is decimal, 
the order of the books on the shelves, in any 
given group, remains alphabetical by authors. In 
applying the numbers, one, two, three or four 
decimal points are used at first, according to the 
probable number of names to be provided for. 
The usual rule is three figures, but where there is 
a subdivision of subject, as in the case of Ameri- 
can biography or the individual reigns of French 
history, as given above, one or two figures only 
are used, unless the needs of insertion require 
more. The table is used not only for authors, 
but for alphabetical subdivisions of all sorts. 
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